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Battling fire by radio, an inpova- 
| tion in Boston six years ago when the 
“wireless phone wis first used in com- 
municating with fire boats for water- 
front blazes, is now being. exteaded 
in the experimental stage so that Sta- 
tion WEY will be able to gummuti- 
eate with Fire Department ofivials | in 
all parts of the city as thay. drive 
along in their automobiles. “Pwo ‘Fire 
Department cars, those used-by Fire 
Commissioner E. C.> ‘Eiultman and 
Superintendent, of the Wire Depart- 
ment, George L. Fickett, are already 
equipped with five-tube recciviag sets. 
And crulsing around Boston the occu- 
pants hear alarms over. tho. loud- 
speaker, :hear the. Headquarters. oper- 
ator and fireboat operators convers- 
ing and- receive information about 
fires andggsders where to proceed. ; 

The further extension of this 
ploneering step.in the use of the ‘yadio 
probably: will resulf in every district 
chief’s car being equipped: with the 
new receiving set8, so that no matter 
where an official is driving, whether 
out of reach of tappers or stations. he 
can be ‘informed immediately of any 
emergency. : 

DX fans and those radio enthusiasts 
who are not content to sit Ustening to 
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ee 
the aame local stations every night 
have often tuned in on Station WEY. 
‘Many of them in Boston have heard 
Stations KEFPA or KFPC, perhaps. 
KFPD. They are all.stations licensed ; 
by the Federal Radio Commission, the 
wave lengths assigned to the Bos-on > 
Fire Department. Station WEY is the | 
central station at Fire Alarm Head-| 
quarters in the Fenway. This is a 100- 
watt station now operating on 50 watts 
on a wavelength of 187.3 meters or 1596 | 
kilocycles, On the average set that 
can receive the commercial station | 
WLOE the Srat alarm station can be 
brought in, It is found on the dial of 
the receiving sets a few points below | 
WLOE. F 
Station KFPA is Engine 31, the fire-° 
boat stationed at North End Park. | 
Station KFPC is Engine 44, the fire-; 
boat stationed at Northern av, and | 
Station KEPD is Engine 47, the fire-| 
boat stationed at the East Boston 
dock of the South Ferry. These three 
transmitting stations operate on the 
same wavelength ag Station WEY but 
with a power of only 7% watts, 60 
that they are not heard at any great | 
distance although they come in. alearly | 
over the loudspeaker in the Fenway. 
‘These stations all operate just 96 kilo-, 
cycles below WLOE. : 
That they have been frequently heard : 
is attested by letters seeking informa- 
‘tion that reach them. The New York. 
Fire Department reports having re-) 
ceived alarms from Boston over Sta-' 
tion WEY. i 


; | 
Boston Took Lead 

Boston took the lead several years 
ago in installing radio broadcasting 
sets for fireboats. Now Boston again 
takes the lead, before other depart- 
ments have caught up on fireboats, by 
installing recelving sets in depart- 
ment tars. At tha present time the 
experiment has progressed to the point 
where the various parts of the city are 
being tested for receiving conditions. 
If tests are as successful during the 
next few weeks as they have been 
in the past, the installation will begin 
for all cars, it is predicted. 

Commissioner Hultman is very much 
interested in the adaptation of the 
radio to fire-fighting. An example of 
its usefulness in the harbor was dem- 
onstrated only a few days ago at the 
fire in the House of Correction at Deer 
Island. 

Two freboats were lying off the 
island, pumping to the conflagration, 
Engines 44 and 47. They were at some 
distance from the officials in charge 
of -the fire-fighting. The water was 
not coming ‘ith sufficient pressure, 
A district chief at a phone on the 
island called Fire Alarm Headquar- 
ters and told Radio Operator James A. 
McCarron to broadcast for more pres- 
sure. McCarron stepped to the micro- 
phone and told the operators on duty 
aboard the two fireboats to increase 
the pressure. In a moment the streams 
had increased. 

The district chief at the phone on 
the island reported “‘O K,”’ and stepped 
from the phone to his work. His mes- 
Sage traveled miles up and down, the 
harbor in a fraction of a minute. It 
would have taken an aide several min- 
utes to have run down to the water 
edge and communicate the orders. 


Heard “On the Run” 


Soine time ago, Commissioner Hult- 
man experimented with radios in au- 
tomobiles, but did not extend the str- 
vey to any great extent. Afterthought 
convinced him that the radio would 
be most useful to the Fire Department 
and he reopened the investigation into 
its possibilities, Supt George, L. 
Fickett and radio oparator McCarron 
have carried on the experiments for 
some time now. McCarron has con- 
structed the two experimental sets. 
He plane to place a cana loudspeaker 
in district chiefs’ sedans, fitting the 
speaker into the roof of the car. A 
swvire around the roof serves as an- 
tenna, and a counterpoise beneath the 
car for ground. The set-probably will 
be installed underneath the back of 
the front seat, so that it will be out 
of the way, but easy of operation. 

Under the projected plan, when a 
district chief starts out in his car, he 
andps the switch, turning the set on, 
tuned to Station WEY. When an 
alarm: sounds from fire alarm head- 
quarters it goes out on the air and is 
hearé. in the Ioudspeaker as a serics 
of buzzes. The chief counts the box 
and then receives instructions from 
the radio operater as he heads for the 
fire. Afding the department officla!s 
in the experiments .are several 
“Sparkes,” members of the Box S32 As- 
seciation, who have sets in their cars 
and have reported hearing Boston 
alarms in many sections inside and 
outside of Boston. . c 

The installations on Commissioner 
‘Hultman's and Supt Fickett’s cars are 
not permanent ones now, as they are 
still experimenting with antennas and 
locations of the sets in the car, but 
the results have been such that Mayor 
Nichols and officials of the Fire De- 

ent will witness and hear & 
demonstration within a few days, 


This City a Model 


New York has made a study of the 
Boston Fire Department radio sys- 
tem in fireboats and automoblies and 
is now preparin~ to equip fireboats. De- 
troit has also sent representatives to 
Boston, as have many smaller citles, 
and Detroit is expected to follow with 
installations in boats and cars. The 
Michigan city already has adopted the 
radio in automobiles to pollce cars, 
with atpolice broadcasting station on 
Belle Isle. 

But Boston stands first and alone in 
the march of progress by its use of 
radio in fire figh’ - No city in the 
country has progressed as Boston has 
in this regard, nor has any city equip- 
ment like Boston. 

Commissioner Hultman was hesi- 
tant about making known his experi. 
ments at this date, but when a Globe 
reporter learned of the work in ad- 
vance of a statement from the com- 
missioner, he explained his entire plan 
and present system, promising a deme 
orstration next week. 

If you see a fire chief with an ab- 
stract air, listening intently in hig car 
as he rolls along, apparently oblivioua 
to surroundings, don’t think he is in @, 
day dream. He probably is counting 
an alarm. If he suddenly wheels his 
car around, the bell clangs and he 
speeds in the opposite direction, be as- 
sured the radfo has called him to duty. 

Try it on your radio, The alarms are 
being broadcast all the time, nisht 
and day, over station. WEY. Fish 
around om your dial ard you probably 











will’ bring it in, Station WEY in the 


Fenway is open to the public and, 
although it is a Httle early yet to 
see ,the radio-equipped automobiles, 
anyone may visit the first fire alarm 
broadcasting station in the world in 
Boston, qe 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


